Aprizona Btate Hoppltal
Higtory of Cemetery Resords
Mareh 21, 1960 ,
Paul W, Strisckland,; Ghaplaln

The Proesdures Uommitbtes of the Arizona 8Btate Hospltal
rocently delegated the résponsgiblility of keeplng the
cemotery records of the Chaplain In o statement of the
job desaoription of the positlon of Chaplain,

After o study of verbal end wrltten redords, the follov-
ing facts are now recorded:
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A Pire in the Adminlstration Bullding in 1935
deatroyed many of the previocus records, though
the books containing the nmames of pavlents
buried in this cemebery svarts with 1920, The
oldest grave with asny acocursate information is
thet of Wicholas H, Pruett, buried on Sepi-
ember 6, 1888, It 1ls 2lso generally taders
stoond that three or more abiendants who wers
smployees &t the hospital are burisd here,
inoluding ¥, R, Shives, 1922,

After a vreoguest in 1946 -from the olty of
Phoenlz to move some bodles for o righteole
way, elchby-four (84) bodlies were moved in 1952,

An sdditional 148 bodies obstruot & provosed
right-of-uny outlined on a map prepared by
Yost & CGordner Eaglneers in Septenber 1052,

The number of graves ocauﬁying the cemetory
in Sepbember 1952 was 2084, with records

congerning nams and approximate position of

grave avallable on 967. The cemebery plot

wagd leveled and systematle care was Iinstituted

under the supervision of Mr. R. A. Clelland

in 1952 also., Excepl for an occaslonal grave

stone {numbering 5}, the informatlon avall-

able on thone markers still in the comstery

at thisg tine was consldered unrellable, The

vriting on these markers was often 1llegible,

Many of the merkers weps known 4o have been

replased improperly after belng moved by

weather or otherwlise, Therefore, these

wooden and small mebtal markers wepe removed

end flat headstones with s grove numbering

aysten were installed. These stones Indlicate

the position of graves, but do not provide

other information for 1112 graves. (The name and dete
of 9 other persens ls avallable, though thers is no
reoord as to the position of these graves), The
cematery 1s watered by irrigsatlon, which s2uses graves
to cave in periodieally. The numbsred markers oceag=-
fonally must be replaced because they may be lost by
o pave=in, An additional 177 persons have bheen buried
gincs this date in 1982,
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The rest of the cemetery plot was landscaped in 1952,
Stones with & numbering system were placed at each
?rave site, bthough not properly a8 headstones since
Lt has heen dlscovered the{ are at the East end of

the proves rather than at the West end as is traditional,
The present aysbem of recording burldals contains the
following information: position of grave acoording to
row and number, grave Stone numbery date of death,

date of burial, patient's name, patient's age, and
officiating wminister; priest or rabbl, Informatlion
conaerning the piresence of relatives is regordsd in

the patient’s individual records along with the burial
cervificate with information about the grave stone

nunber, eto.

Tombatones are on the followlng 5 graves!
Nicuolas H, Pruett 9/6/38
Joseph Coodwin 8/13/02
Auguat Zegol, 1914
M, R, Shivea 1922 (attendant)
Alfred W. Black (no date)

The following is a summary of those burled per year
in the record books now avallable (1144);

1989 - 20 1945 = 43
1970 - 52 1946 - 29
1931, - 58 LO47 = 34
1932 - 47 1948 - 45
1933 « B4 1949 ~ 24
1934 « 45 1950 = 20
1935 = 60 1981 ~ 22
1936 = 44 1952 - 37
1937 = 56 1953 - 43
1038 « ko 1954 = 31
1930 - 45 19585 « 24
1940 = 20 1956 = 20
1941 ~ 48 1957 « 29
1942 - 23 1958 ~ 26
1943 - 22 1959 = A1
1944 o 05 1960 - 10

Tha tobtal number of groaves provided for in this camebery
plot 8y 1t 1o lald off at present seoms to be 3700, This
means thab 1439 graves are unoccuplied as yet, or for
about 50 years at the present rate of about 30 burials
par yebl,




