
Arizona’s Emergency Response at Risk 

Vote NO on Proposition 135 

Voting for this would add bureaucratic red tape and delay Arizona’s emergency response. The 
legislature wants you to give them even more power over the executive branch (Governor, Secretary 
of State, and state agencies) by slowing or stopping the response to a declared state of emergency 
after only 30 days. 

The state legislature is already set up to micromanage executive branch public health emergency 
responses. A 2022 law, passed after the COVID-19 pandemic, puts a 120-day limit on public health 
emergency declarations. 

After the first 120 days, the legislature must approve extensions of the emergency. 

The purpose of any state emergency declaration is to allow state agencies to implement reasonable 
measures to help quickly respond to disasters. For example, during a declared public health 
emergency the governor and director of the state health department can temporarily: 

• Fast-track the purchase of antiviral medications or vaccines & prioritize their distribution to 
high-risk populations. 

• Provide transportation for medical support personnel and ill and exposed persons. 
• Quickly set up testing stations. 
• Establish temporary control measures for hazardous highly infectious diseases – whether 

due to bioterrorism or not. 

Without the governor having that extra temporary statutory authority during a public health 
emergency we’re in danger of losing the ability to quickly respond. And when people and 
communities are in a state of emergency, the last thing they need to do is wait for the legislature to 
come to a consensus.  

Future public health disasters will be more likely to spin out of control and cause great harm 
because of fractured and acrimonious meddling by the legislature if Proposition 135 passes. 

Don’t take the bait. Vote NO on Proposition 135. 


